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RED CHINA AGAIN 


While our minds have been 
focused on Africa abroad, and 
a recession at home, the drive 
continues to admit Communist 
China to the United Nations. 
Those behind this drive feel 
that once it is put over, it 
will be much easier to get 
the United States to recog- 
nize Red China. 

It is hard to understand 
why any American would work 
toward getting Hed China into 
the UN. First of all, the 
regime in China is a gangster 
government which seized and 
maintains power by means of 


aggression, oppression and 
murder. Second, itis a regime 
which brought about the kill- 
ing of 33,000 Americans in 
the Korean War, and which 
still holds prisoner (if they 
are alive) a large number of 
American soldiers. Third, the 
presence of Soviet itussia and 
other Red countries in the 
United Nations has rendered 
that body not only completely 
ineffective but actually dan- 
gerous to the peace and 
stability of the world. 

But despite all this, there 
seems to be a sort of fatalism 








among many American leaders 
that eventual ly Red China will 
have to be admitted to the UN. 
When questioned about this 
subject, most of Mr. Kennedy’s 
State Department appointees 
were less than forthright: Oh, 
they were not necessarily in 
favor of bringing Red China 
into the UN, but maybe the 
time was approaching when 
such a thing would have to be 
considered; or, perhaps, we 
must face the possibility of 
being outvoted in the UN on 
this issue, and so on. And 
only last week a couple of 
senators declared that even- 
tually Red China would come 
into the United Nations. 
Meantime, Great Britain is 
working toward the same end. 
The British Foreign Minister 
said his government is in fa- 
vor of having Red China join 
up. It is possible, of course, 
that some of these innocents 


TV BRAINWASHING? 


Is television doing a 
brainwashing job on the Amer- 
ican people? That sounds like 
a shocking question. But it 
is being asked more and more 
by knowing observers as they 
watch the antics of some of 
the big TV networks. The ques- 
tion refers especially to 
discussion programs and docu- 


are being fooled by a supposed 
split between Red China and 
Soviet Russia. A document on 
this split recently got head- 
lines around the world. But 
Edward Crankshaw, an English 
expert on Red affairs, said 
the story really came out of 
one of the Red captive nations 
and there is a strong possi- 
biiity thatit was deliberate- 
ly planted by the Kremlin. 

it seems strange that it 
does not occur to our leaders 
that the simple and states- 
manlike thing to do is to de- 
clare that if Red China is 
admitted to the UN, the United 
States will get out, and will 
invite the UN to leave the 
United States. In fact, to 
many who are thinking not 
about British or iiussian or 
African interests, but strict- 
ly about American interests, 
that seems to be a good idea 
in any case. 


mentary shows. The documen- 
taries — some of them finely 
done and of absorbing inter- 
est -— usually consist of 
dramatic episodes illustrated 
by films of actual happenings 
and with a runnirg comment to 
explain the action. The dis- 
cussion shows are generally 
in the form of debates or 
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panels, with prominent people 
talking about public issues. 
With the use of film, and 
sound-and-picture recording 
tape, few of the shows we now 
see on television are ‘live.’ 
That is, they are filmed or 
taped in advance and then 
shown on the home screens at 
times most convenient to net- 
works and individual stations. 
Due to various production 
factors, these films and tapes 
are usually edited to make 
them fit into the allotted 
time, and to provide for a 
smoothly running narrative or 
discussion. This puts a great 
public responsibility on the 
TV editors, producers and 
networks to see that the shows 
are not edited to suit some 


—— slant they would 
ike to put over on the view- 
ing audience. ‘lhe observers 
who ask if TV —- or certain TV 
networks - are trying to 
brainwash us, point to a num- 
ber of recent shows which in- 
dicate that this responsibil- 
ity is being shirked, to say 
the least. Here is an example 
or two of what they mean. 

One of these recent TV doc- 
umentaries carried the in- 
triguing title of ‘Harvest of 
Shame.’ It was about migratory 
farm workers. Now these work- 
ers certainly have their 
problems, as do many other 
groups in our population. But 
to try to make them out as a 
deliberately downtrodden, un- 
derprivileged group is, of 
course, playing directly into 
the hands of the communist 
propagandist. This particular 
show was narrated by Edward 
R. Murrow, President Ken- 
nedy’s new head of the USIA. 
Mr. Murrow is no stranger to 
slickly edited and slanted TV 
shows, as those who recall 
the snide job he did on the 
late Senator McCarthy can 
testify. This TV documentary 
on the migratory workers was 
designed to show their misery. 
There was a statement that 
only one child in 5000 born 
to these workers finished 
high school and none of them 








ever got a college diploma. 
Senator Spessard Holland of 
Florida later challenged this 
amazing statement, which was 
presented to the TV audience 
as fact. Senator Holland 
pointed out that in his own 
state, 30% of the high-school 
graduates in one of the larg- 
est migrant labor sections 
were children of these workers 
and more than 20% were either 


college students or graduates. 


CONTORTION BY CAMERA 


Here is another example of 
the same technique used in a 
discussion program. This one 
dealt with the issue of gov- 
ernment medical care for the 
aged, which many believe is 
the opening wedge to socializ- 
ed medicine in the United 
States. There were quite a 
number of people on the show. 
They were supposed to present 
all sides of the issue, but 
most of them spoke in favor 
of the plans of the federal 
bureaucrats. The opposition 
to government interference in 
medical care was represented 
by two officials of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association. The 
Association cooperated whole- 
heartedly in taping the show, 
believing it would present a 
fair and sound discussion of 
an important problem. One 
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Florida residents were in- 
terviewed and filmed for the 
show. But when it was beamed 
into your living room, it was 
very different from the facts 
developed on the spot. Sena- 
tor Holland charged that any- 
thing that didnot support the 
desired slant was deleted from 
the final show. In other words 
a neat little brainwashing job 
was done by means of editing 
and cutting films and tapes. 


official spent five hours 
taping questions and answers. 
But what happened when the 
show finally appeared on your 
TV screen? It occupied a 
whole hour — but only 4% min- 
utes were devoted to the po- 
sition of the Medical Associa- 
tion. As the board of trustees 
of the Association said: ‘ The 
real truth about the AMA’s 
position on medical care lies 
on the cutting room floor.’ 
This same sort of brainwash- 
ing technique has been used 
on all sorts of subjects on 
TV. The home screens are 
crowded with old movies show- 
ing the horrors of Nazi-ism. 
That’s all right, but it is 
certainly beating a dead horse 
at a time when we are con- 
fronted with the much greater 
danger of the communist con- 
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spiracy. Yet a sober and care- 
fully documented film on Red 
espionage in America was stop- 
ped, by one of the big net- 
works, from being shown on TV 
at the time it was scheduled. 
Only thousands of protests 
finally forced the network to 
allow the sponsor to show the 
film three weeks later. 

On the other side of the 
coin, asplendid, dramatic and 
thoroughly fair story called 
‘Castro, Cuba and Communism’ 
was recently produced under 
the sponsorship of the Minne- 


sota Mining and Manufacturing 
Company. But did it appear on 
a major TV network? No. It 
was shown on a local indepen- 
dent station in New York and, 
let us hope, on other inde- 
pendent stations around the 
country. Perhaps this is the 
answer to this wave of con- 
tortion by camera — if member 
stations would let their net- 
works know they are sick of 
slanted shows and, in turn, 
if home viewers would let both 
stations and networks know 
that they are too. 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 2/26/61 
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Book Review 


DISMANTLING THE TRIGGER 


THE FIFTH WEAPON by Robert 
S. Byfield, 67 pages, The 
Bookmailer, N.Y., $1.00. 
Hobert Byfield was a busi- 
nessman who took seriously 
the legacy of freedom be- 
queathed to him and his fellow 
Americans. Unlike some of his 
colleagues, he recognized 
early in the game, and tried 
to counteract, the tremendous 
danger posed by communist 
tactics to free enterprise in 
America and to liberty itself. 
He also served as an observer 
for several years at the 
United Nations, where he could 
watch the Reds in action. 


Mr. Byfield wrote THE FIFTH 
WEAPON in 1954 as a manual 
for understanding communists- 
particularly the new upside- 
down use they make of old 
words and expressions. It is 
a signal service that this 
little book, not much more 
than a long pamphlet but 
packing a big punch, is re- 
published now. It is especial- 
ly timely. 

The first three weapons of 
warfare are, of course, the 
standard ones of armies, na- 
vies, airpower. Then in World 
War II came the fourth weapon 
— psychological warfare. The 





Reds took it and built it 
almost into a science. Then 
they added to it the fifth 
weapon — a sort of trigger 
device for the fourth weapon 
which enables them to gain 
their ends without the use of 
the first three conventional 
weapons. A major component of 
this fifth weapon is the use 
of words in such a way that, 
as Mr. Byfield said, it could 
in the long run ‘effect the 
bloodless collapse of the 
American Republic.’ 

Is there a counter-weapon 
to this insidious and destruc- 
tive means of non-shooting 


warfare? To develop one, we 
must first understand the 
weapon itself and how it 
works. This was Mr. Byfield’s 
purpose — to help us know our 
enemy. If citizens of this 
free republic do nothing more 
than memorize the short glos- 
sary of words and phrases 
(pps. 37-41) used by the 
communists, and what they 
mean by them —- with particu- 
lar attention to ‘peace’ and 
‘co-existence’ - they willbe 
well on their way to dis- 
mantling the fifth weapon, and 
perhaps saving their country. 


- Rosalie Gordon 


WORLD OF OUTLAWS 

“According to Pravda, enterprising criminals in Russia 
have taken to calling on homes in the pose of secret police 
officials. The poor householder, afraid for his life, will- 
ingly hands over any money he has in the house. Then the 
imaginative thieves depart into the night, confident that 
the victim will make no complaint to party officials... 

“The real police finally got wind of this underworld imi- 
tation of their own official underworld. The criminals were 
caught and the victims were asked to identify their belong- 
ings. But the victims seemed more embarrassed than outraged. 
They mumbled indecisively and claimed only a small part of 
the recovered cash. 

“A little more police investigation showed that the pros- 
perous householders called on by the thieves could not ac- 
count for their possession of the large sums taken from 
them. There is no report that the first thieves gave their 
money to the poor but there is something of the romance of 
Robin Hood in this bustling rivalry of rogues, this imagina- 








7 
tive world of outlaws, under the grimly official surface of 
a communist world in which private property, in theory, is 


valued by no one.” - Richmond (Va.) NEWS-LEADER 


DUMPING GROUNDS 

“A daily newspaper last week carried a story of two groups 
who are advocating a petition to have high schools teach 
courses in safe driving and alcoholic education. It is just 
another example of pawning off on the schools the job that 
should be done at home and church. 

“Some Grade 13 students have a problem spelling the simple 
words we were taught in Grade 8, a few years back. It is 
evident there is not enough basic education taught, without 
taking on subjects that mother and dad should be teaching at 
home...The function of any school is education, not philan- 
thropy, or sobriety or safety, or baby sitting. It is time 
the taxpayers stepped in, to stop our schools from becoming 
the dumping grounds for all the unfinished jobs that the 
home, church, and law-enforcing bodies of a community 


should do.” - Thamesville (Ont., Canada) HERALD 


SHORT MEMORY 

“Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt had this to say in one of her re- 
cent columns: ‘Without question the government of Fidel 
Castro is a dictatorship, but yet it came into power to meet 
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a real need of the people, who previously were under a dic- 
tator who had exploited them shamelessly without protest 
from the United States.’ 

“Mrs. Roosevelt refers, of course, to former President 
Batista whose regime flourished during the years her husband 
was President of the United States and who served this coun- 
try most usefully as a wartime ally. Maybe she had just 
forgotten. ” — Memphis (Tenn. ) COMMERCIAL APPEAL 
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